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Our year concluded with our annual holiday potluck and meeting after another
successful list of accomplishments on behalf of our RPCV group. It was good
to see newly returned volunteers as well as the many others who have served
over the more than 50 years of Peace Corps. We, as a group, are so
enlightened by volunteers from new countries of service and how the Peace
Corps experience is so different today than when many of us served.!

A plan for correcting
the retaining wall in
front of the house is
devised with the
ICCF coordinator and
Ken Schilling.

!

We were fortunate to have two first hand accounts of projects that we are supporting. In the
Dominican Republic, Heidi Larr, followed up with an account and photographs of the library she
helped to create in her village. Not only did we help financially, we sent four boxes of Spanish
language books for lending. She was able to obtain several computers as a local donation which
make the library even more of a learning hub then she had imagined. Thanks to Heidi and her
parents for helping us to make this project so successful.!
RPCV News

1

RPCV News

December 31, 2013

Also, we had a first hand update from Mark
Bryson, a volunteer from Jamaica, where we
have agreed to help put drinking water filters in
place in the town where he served. He gave us
an overview and status of the project and that a
Peace Corps volunteer who has succeeded him
is in place and his former office will keep the
project going. Perhaps this will come together in
Spring 2014.!

!

The Spring work dates in conjunction with the
Inter City Christian Federation were well
attended with about 10 volunteers for each of the
two dates. Ken Schilling continues to coordinate
this activity for the
group. We have
“These (ICCF)
continued this
events have had
relationship for 15
the ability to draw years. Watch the
calendar for our
in several
upcoming 2014
rpcv's who don't dates which are
attend any of the tentatively
Saturdays April, 19
social, or other
and May, 8. If you
events throughout subscribe to the
RPCV national
the year.”
magazine,
Worldview, you saw
an article about us and our long time connection to this work. Thanks to all
who participate present, future and past.!

!

Priming the columns
and railings was also
part of the ICCF work
day.

We are open to ideas for establishing a Fall work opportunity. This would
compliment the outdoor work in the Spring. What do you think would work?!

!

Our International Potluck, was well attended, as usual. We hope to see
everyone next year on Saturday, March 8 at 6pm in the Our Savior’s Lutheran Church on Burton St.!

!

We have also supported the national RPCV movement in the form of a donation of $250 towards a
matching grant that will help create a better database of RPCV’s. Currently, there is a gap between
when a volunteer COS’s and then becomes a RPCV. The Madison, WI group is leading this effort. As
President, I have also expressed support on behalf of the group for continued, and improved funding,
for Peace Corps at the national level. This is very important with so many changes in funding
happening with our nation’s budget.!

!

Stay up to date for social gatherings and other important recruitment activities along with any other
important news at rpcvwestmichigan.org Stay connected with the national scene at
peacecorpsconnect.org as well.!

!

Mark Coleman, President, RPCV West Michigan, December, 2013
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